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Sit Do lo r Am e t



What role does the history 
of policing play in how the 
community views police 
legitimacy?

Does the history of police 
with communities of low 
trust affect relations today?

Historical Effects



How did we get here?

 Not to be trusted

 Part of the establishment

 Goal is to maintain power 

 Or worse?

Throughout the world and even in modern times, 
police are sometimes seen as the enemy of the 

people. 



Historical Effects – Civil Rights



Jim Crow Laws 1876-1965



Rosa Parks, Alabama 1955



Rampart Scandal



 Community bank account
 Are we making deposits 

or withdrawals?
 What is the impact of a 

withdrawal on YOU? The 
Department? The 
Community?  

 What impact does policing 
have on future generations?

Procedural justice is a deposit!

Community Bank Account

The Runaway – Norman Rockwell



Every encounter is either a deposit or a withdrawal
• Every contact is an opportunity to increase 

legitimacy.
• Are you making a deposit or withdrawal in the way 

you police?

How many deposits does it take to make up for a 
withdrawal?
• Research shows that 10 deposits = 1 withdrawal

How does one encounter affect how future 
generations view the police?

Deposit or Withdrawal?
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